Sequential behaviour of extracellular matrix glycoproteins in an experimental model of hepatic fibrosis.
The behaviour of extracellular matrix glycoproteins (fibronectin, laminin, basement membrane heparan-sulphate proteoglycan, type III, IV and V collagens) has been investigated in a sequential model of experimental hepatic fibrosis, using an immunofluorescence technique. The presence of some basement membrane macromolecules (such as type IV and V collagens, laminin and basement membrane heparan-sulphate proteoglycan) is detectable only in the early stages of septa formation, while type III collagen and fibronectin persist in late septa. These data suggest that hepatic fibroplasia proceeds through different steps in which stromal glycoproteins are preferentially engaged, as happens during organogenesis.